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Electric vehicles (EVs) are on the rise in the United 
States, and they’re providing a new driving experience 
for many Americans. The benefits are clear from the 
expansion of the EV market, including less air pollution 
in congested areas, less carbon emissions, decreased 
maintenance costs and less oil consumption.  

 EV sales have climbed in the U.S. since they first 
came onto the market. In 2011, there were only around 
17,000 EVs sold, compared to the 361,000 EVs sold in 
2018. Cumulatively since 2011, nearly 1.2 million EVs 
have been sold, and that number continues to grow. 

Tesla has dominated the EV market in the U.S., 
making up about more than half of the total EV sales 
in 2018. The first luxury EV was manufactured by Tesla, 
setting the stage for style and performance. Although 
Tesla dominates in sales, there are many other popular 
models available, and the competitiveness among 
them is increasing. Back in 2011, there were only two 
options: the Nissan Leaf EV and the Chevy Volt Plug-In 
EV. But in 2018, there were eight models that made up 80 
percent of total plug-in EV sales. This includes many major 
manufacturers, like General Motors, Ford, Toyota and BMW. 

One reason that the EV market has been doing so well 
is that the total cost of ownership of newer EV models is 
becoming much closer to that of gas-powered vehicles. 
Since maintenance costs for EVs are lower than gas-powered 
vehicles and the price to charge an EV is cheaper than filling 
a full tank of gas, people are spending less money on EVs 
over the course of the car’s lifetime than they would on gas-
powered vehicles.   

 With the growth of EV sales comes a growing need to 
charge those vehicles. There are three main types of charging 
levels: Level 1, Level 2 and DC Fast charging. Level 1 and 
Level 2 are mainly for residential charging, while DC Fast 
chargers are made for a “gas station” experience. 

For charging outside of the home, DC Fast chargers can 
fully charge an EV in 15 to 45 minutes. For longer drives and 
road trips, these chargers ensure that your car has enough 
juice to last the whole journey. However, DC Fast charging 
infrastructure is not growing as quickly as EV sales are, which 
presents an issue for drivers that do not live conveniently 
close to them.

There is a strong expectation for EV sales to continue to 
grow as they have been over the last eight years. Although 
the charging infrastructure is not evenly distributed 
throughout the country, there will be a strong need to 
continue developing it to reach a wider audience. 

The nation’s electric co-ops are working to help promote 
the growth of the EV market and charging infrastructure 
across the U.S. as we prepare for the future of our nation’s 
roadways. 

What’s new with electric vehicles?

The Chevy Volt is a plug-in hybid car.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, 
gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, 
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA ( not all bases apply 
to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication 
for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign 
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET 
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made 
available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint filing cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter 
addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit 
your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C.  20250-9410

(2)   Fax:  (202) 690-7442; or

(3)   Email:  program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Statement of Nondiscrimination
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Holiday Closing
The C & L Electric Cooperative 
office will be closed Monday,  
Sept. 2, in observance of the 

Labor Day holiday.

•  In case of an outage, you can 
reach us 24 hours a day at  

870-628-4221.

•  You may pay your bill in person, 
using our night deposit.

•  You may also pay by phone 
by calling (870) 628-5522 or 

(870) 628-5492 and following 
the automated instructions.  

Payments must be made using 
a Visa, Mastercard, or Discover 

credit or debit card.   
There is a $4.25 transaction fee 

for this service.

•  Pay online at  
www.clelectric.com using a Visa, 

Mastercard, or Discover credit  
or debit card.   

There is a $4.25 transaction fee 
for this service.
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